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FRissionary Xntelligence. 
MEMOIR AND OBITUARY 


OF REY. ABDOOL MESSEEH, A CONVERTED NATIVE AND 
CHURCH MISSIONARY, WHO DIED AT LUCKNOW, MARCH 
4, 1827, acep 55 reans. 

In our last number we noticed the death of this 
Christian convert, since which we have received a 
lengthy memoir published in Calcutta by the Com- 
mittee of the Church Missionary Society. The name 
and character of this servant of Christ is familiar to 
the readers of our early volumes, which were often en- 
riched with his interesting Journals. We shall how- 
ever select a few particulars of his former history, in 
order better to understand the account which is 
pow given of the few last days of his mortal exist- 
ence. 


In the early part of 1810, the subject of 
this Memoir was led, from domestic circumn- 
stances, to visit Cawnpore from Lucknow, 
where his family resides, At that time the 
late Rev. Henry Martyn was Chaplain of the 
station. He was accustomed to address some 
word of Christian exhortation to the poor who 
assembled before his door on Sunday after- 
noon to receive alms ; and after a time, many 
natives who needed not and desired not alms, 
were also induced to attend, to listen to the 
Christian preacher. Among those who were 
thus attracted was Abdool Messeeh : his fam- 
ily name was Sheikh Salih; and his connex- 
jons were among the most respectable people 
in the Dooab ; though from the changes in 
the Government of late years, they had fallen 
into comparative poverty. 

The portion of Divine Truth which Mr. 
Martyn was engaged upon the first time Sheikh 
Salih heard him, was an exposition of the Ten 
Commandments ; which he always explained 
so as to lead the attentive hearer to the Sav- 
tour, for mercy to pardon past transgressions, 
and grace to keep the law in time to come. 

The utility of preaching the Gospel to adult 
Hindoos and Mahomedans has been question- 
ed by some ; and ail expectation of success- 
ful conversion has been grounded on the in- 
fluence of education. 

In the case before us, at the age of about 
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ed in the Ten Commandments, was heard for 
the first time, and proved a schoolmaster ta 
lead the sinner to Christ, for salvation: and 
it may be mentioned for the encouragement of 
those who engage in the same service, that 
this is the only instance known to the friends 
of the late Rev. Henry Martyn, in which his 
addresses to the natives proved decidedly ef- 
fectual to conversion. To how many the 
Word of God afterwards reached by means of 
this one convert appears from the journals 
above referred to. 

The impression made on the mind of the 
subject of this memoir, proved deep and last- 
ing ; and he straightway sought opportunities 
of acquiring further information. Among 
other means, he took the opportunity of in- 
quiring of some Native Christian Youths, then 
under the instruction of a friend of Mr, Mar- 
tyn, into the nature of their Lessons, Cate- 
chisms, &c. : and such was the ingenuousness 
of his mind, that he was accustomed to the 
end of life, to speak of one of those youths— 
now filling with credit a responsible situation 
under Government—as his teacher. ‘The ree 
sult of his convictions was, that he embraced 
Christianity, and was baptized in the Old 
Church at Calcutta, by the late Rev. Dayid 
Brown, on Whitsunday 1811, by the name of 
Abdool Messeeh. 

Some friends with whom he had become 
acquainted, wished him to go forth straight- 
way as a Missionary among his countrymen, 
To this Abdool Messeeh respectfully object- 
ed ; saying, that as yet he was but little ac- 
quainted with the contents of the Bible as a 
whole, and he should perhaps in ignorance as- 
sert things not in agreement with the analogy 
of Faith : this most reasonable objection was, 
however, considered a proof of aversion to 
labor ; and he remained in obscurity till the 
latter end of 1812, During that year, the 
friend, whose scholars Abdool Messeeh had 
resorted to for instruction at Cawnpore, visit- 
ed Calcutta ; and, being able to converse fa- 
miliarly with him in Hindosotanee, could not 
but be delighted with the good sense and ree 
mark able ingenuousness of the man. 

















thirty-eight years, the Law of God as reveal- 
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notice, and was finally engaged as a Cate- 
chist of the Church Missionary Society ; and 
accompanied the present Archdeacon of Cal- 
cutta, then Chaplain at Agra, to that Station. 
With that friend he read daily some portion 
of the Seriptures, noting down explanations of 
difficult passages, answers to objections, &c. 
especially he wrote a Commentary on St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, and also on the Epistle to 
the Romans and on the Epistle to the He- 
brews; and it may here be observed, that 
many copies of these exercises were sought 
and obtained in mauuscript by, native Chris- 
tians, in the Upper Provinces and especially 
by individuals residing in the Mahratta Coun- 
try. Besides these readings, &c. in the New 
‘Testament, during the two years in which 
Abdool Messeeh resided near the above nam- 
ed Clergyman, much of the Old Testament 
was read by them together, and commented 
on; and many entire Sermons and outlines of 
Discourses were translated for his use. By 
these means he attained a considerable insight 
into the Christian Scriptures: so that, aided 
by unusual soundness of understanding, and a 
self possession that never forsook him, he be- 
came a workman that needed not to be asham- 
ed; and his answers to open or disguised ad- 
versaries of the Cross of Christ appeared, at 
all times, to be dictated by the wisdom which 
is from above. 

After having been employed about cight 
years as a Catechist, it became desirable that 
Abdool Messeeh should receive Ordination. 
Those who are acquainted with the habits of 
thinking of the Natives of this country, will 
not wonder, that after appearing as a preach- 
er of the Gospel, officiating to Christians reg- 
ularly in public worship, added to his gravity 
and habitual aptness to afford instruction, to- 
gether with a truly venerable personal appear- 
ance, no further title to the character of Pas- 
tor should be considered necessary by them, 
Native Christians, therefore, residing remote 
from the means of grace, and converts led by 
his instruction to the threshold of the Visi- 
ble Church, could not understand why he 
should not also administer to them the Sacra- 
ments of that Charch; and much embarass- 
ment arose to him in consequence. On this 
account the Church Missionary Committe ap- 
plied to the late Bishop Middleton to admit 
Abdool Messeeh a candidate for order$ in the 
Charch over which he presided: the Bishop 
did not consider himself authorised by his 
Letters-Patent to ordain ministers: and ex- 
pressed his concern, that he could not on this 
point meet the wishes of the Committee. He 
was then reminded of the practice of the So- 
ciety for promotinng Christian knowledge in 
the South of India; and informed of the Com- 
mittee’s desire, that, after that example, Ab- 
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dool Messeeh should receive Lutheran Ordi- 
natiqn, to which he made no objection. Ac- 
cordingly he was set apart to the work ofa 
Missionary, by the Lutheran Missionaries of 
the Society ; and it seems worthy of remark 
that all opposition*to him personally, by his 
countrymen, in a great measure ceased from 
that time: he seemed now to be considered 
an authenticated character; and, even at 
Lucknow, whence, on the first visit to his 
family after his conversion, he was obliged to 
flee in the night and in disguise, and on his 
second was preserved from being apprehend- 
ed and punished as an apostate according to 
Mahomedan Law only by the sudden death of 
the late reigning prince ; after his ordination 
he was suffered to pass publicly unmolested, 
and treated with attention in private by some 
even of the Prince’s own family ; and, finally, 
at Lucknow he died in peace, and received au 
honorable burial, 

From Calcutta, the subject of this Memoir 
returned again, after his ordination, to Agra ? 
and his history during the whole of his resi- 
dence there, may be told in a few words. 

He visited, from -time to time, the chief 
cities in the Upper Provinces; and, every- 
where, by the simplicity and uprightness of 
his conduct, and the lively and interesting 
manner in which he on every occasion intro- 
duced the subject of religion, excited much 
attention. On one occasion, being at Delhi, 
he was desired to be in readiness to wait upon 
the King ; who had expressed a wish to see him, 
but was dissuaded by some about him from 
shewing the Christian convert so much honor. 
At another time, at Lucknow, it was intima- 
ted to him that he should be in waiting at a 
certain place, as the King of Oude passed by, 
who bestowed upon him particular notice ; and 
the Begum Sumroo, a professed Roman Cath- 
olic, honored him with a seat at her own ta- 
ble, and received a copy of part of the Serip- 
tures from his hands. These facts are men- 
tioned merely to shew how much attention 
this interesting person excited among his own 
countrymen; while some of the principal 
British residents at Agra, in the absence of a 
Chaplain, attended Divine Service in Hin- 
doostanee, and received the Lord’s Supper 
with the Native Christians. 

Frequent attacks of illness prevented, how- 
ever, kis exerting himself, as much as he wish- 
ed to do; and, latterly, an unnatural tenden- 
cy to corpulency rendered long journeys irk- 
some. He continued to reside at Agra, and 
to officiate regularly on the Church Mission 
Premises there, till July 1825. 

During the previous cold season, Bishop 
Heber having visited Agra, and being satisfied 
from what he saw and heard of Abdool Mes- 
seeh that he was a suitable subject for Episco- 
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pal Orders, and being free from the restraints 
under which Bishop Middleton labored on 
that head, consented to admit him to the min- 
istry of the Established Church, He accord- 
ingly proceeded to Calcutta; and, in compa- 
ny with three other Missionaries, was ordain- 
ed, in the latter end of that year, in the Ca- 
thedral Church. 

There seemed now no obstacle in the way 
of his residing at Lucknow, in the character 
of a minister of Religion; and the Charch 
Missionary Committee had, in compliance 
with the wishes of friends in that quarter, 
agreed to his permanent abode there. He 
had lately visited some English friends at 
Cawnpore, where his conversation with res- 
pectable natives had, as usual, excited much 
attention, and it was his purpose te go over 
occasionally to that Station ; but Divine Prov- 
idence had other designs respecting this tried 
and faithful servant. On his return he had 
not attended Divine service at the Residency 
as usual, for some Sundays; but, it being re- 
ported that he was confined with boils, no fur- 
ther inquiry was made: at length the native 
Assistant of Dr. Luxmore reported so unfa- 
vorably of his state, that Dr. Luxmore went 
to visit him ; and finding him in a dying con- 
dition from mortification, arising from a car- 
buucle, humanely had him conveyed to his 
own house, where he was supplied with suit- 
able medicine, nourishment, and attendance 
to the lasi. 

‘To a friend who knew his value and waited 
on him with Christian affection, he expressed 
his gratitude to Dr. Luxmore for giving him 
a room in his own house: for he said, that 
had he died at home amoung his own relations, 
they perhaps would have interred his remains 
according to the ceremonies of their own er- 
roneous faith; “ But now,” said he, “ Chris- 
tian brethren will bury me.” 

In the latter end of February, he sent a 
message to the Resident, begging he would 
do him the favor to come and see him before 
his death: with this request Mr. Ricketts 
readily complied. After making known his 
wishes as to where he would be buried, and 
some other trifling requests, he expressed 
himself perfectly resigned ; and said that death 
had no fears for him, for that our Saviour had 
deprived death of its sting. Hethanked Mr. 
Ricketts for all that he had done for him; 
and looking steadily at him for some time, 
seemed to pray internally—then saying he 
was easy and content (or happy,) begged him 
to leave him. He afterward expressed to the 
friend who attended on him, his gratitude for 
this attention on the part of Mr. Ricketts, say- 
ing, “ See the fruits of Christian Love !” 

The day before his death, Abdool request- 
ed his friend to write his Will: this was ac- 
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cordingly done, after an English Form. A 
house, which the Resident, with his usual lib- 
erality, had enabled him to purchase, he left 
to his Mother; his books to the Bible Socie- 
ty ; and his clothes to a nephew, for whom he 
had always shewn much love. This docu- 
ment he desired might be delivered into the 
hand of his dear Christian Friend, Mr. Rick- 
etts. He then declared to the witnesses, be- 
fore his brother and relatives there present, 
in a cheerful manner and with perfect com- 
posure of mind, putting his hand upon the 
seal, that the seal was his. He then said, 
“Thanks be to God, I have done with this 
world! and with regard to my mother, (put- 
ting his hands in a supplicating posture,) I 
commend her to God :” then, laying his hand 
upon his nephew, he said to his friend, “ Speak 
to the Resident, that no one be allowed to in- 
jure him:” then desiring his friend to come 
near him, and putting his hands in an attitudd 
of prayer, he said, “ O Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghost, be gracious to - 

On the 4th, after Dr. Luximore had _ visited 
him, he was told that he was advised to eat 
animal food. Raising his head from the pil- 
low, he said, “ Brother! a man does not live 
by bread alone, but by the word of God. See 
for how many days I have eaten nothing, and 
yet am alive.” He then began to inquire af- 
tera man who had been with him for some 
time for religious instruction; and, being 
told he was present, desired he might be 
called: he questioned him on some points of 
religion, and explained to him the Lord’s 
Prayer throughout: he spoke of his iatention 
to baptize him, should he recover ; and desir- 
ed, that, in the event of his death, the Rev. 
Mr. Whiting or Mr, White might be request- 
ed todo so, In the evening, the wife of his 
friend called to see him ; and on her asking 
him how he was, he said, “ Very well, Sister, 
thanks be to God!” But this, it is observed, 
he must have meant of his soul: for his body 
was extremely ill, and hiccup, the usual pre- 
cursor of death had come on. He was told 
that the New Testament was at hand ; and, at 
his desire, the fourth chapter of St. John was 
read: at the conclusion he said, “ Thanks be 
to God!” A favorite Hymn was then sung : 
he had composed it buat a short time before ; 
and the following literal translation will con- 
vey some distinct idea of the source from which 
this Servant of Christ derived consolation ina 
dying hour— 





Beloved Saviour, let not me 

In thy kind heart forgotten be ! 

Of all that deck the field or bower, 
Thou art the sweetest, fairest flower! 


Youth's morn has fied, old age come ou } 
But sin distracts my soul alone ; 

Beloved Saviour, let not me 

Ju thy kind heart forgotten be! 


| 
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He joined in singing this Hymn; and desired 
that it might be sung a second time : but, alas ! 
he could no longer articulate distinctly, and 
became insensible to every thing around him. 
Soon after, recovering a little, he inquired if 
the female friend above referred to were gone; 
and this was the last expression that could be 
understood, He lay, seemingly in perfect 
ease, til] about half past eight ; when he raised 
his head from the pillow, and with his left 
hand took hold of the hand of his friend--then 
gently withdrew it,---and breathed his lest. 

According to his desire, his remains were 
interred in the compound of his own house, 
The Resident, with other friends, attended the 
funeral on the morning of the 5th, and read 
the burial service at the grave. The resident 
has also ordered a Monument to be erected 
over the grave, and directed an inscription to 
be prepared both in English and Persian. 


A PARAPHRASE 


On the words sung in Hindoostanee by the Rev. Abdool 
Messeeh, immediately before his death. 


Dear Saviour of the world! who art 
Beloved supremely still by me, 
Now, in thy ever-loving heart 
Oh let me not forgotten be! 


Of all that blooms in earthly bower, 
Or in etherial field that flows, 

Ofevery sweet and fragrant flower 
Thou art the fairest, Sharon’s rose! 


Long passed away youth’s cheerful morn, 
And age’s closing hours come on— 
These grieve me not----My soul is torn 
By mem'ry of my sins alone. 


Dear Saviour of the world! who art 
Beloved supremely still by me, 
Now, in thy ever-loving heart 
Oh let me not forgotten be! 





ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION. 


CALCUTTA. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. George Pearce, one 
of the last Missionaries who left England for 
the East, to his friend, the Rev. S. Whitewood, 
of Andover, England, who was his companion 
in study at the Stepney Academical Institution. 


* Afier four months spent amidst the perils of 
the ocean, I find myself on the long desired shore 
of India, still under the constant care of an ever 
indulgent God. We landed here on the 22d of 
October, after a voyage, in every way (with the 
exception of sea-sickness) as pleasant as we could 

sibly have expected, and met with a most 
oe reception from our dear Missionary breth. 
ren. I hasten to tell you, my dear W., that [ feel 
quite satisfied with the providence of God in con- 
ducting me to this country, and more than this | 
hope, for I trust I consider it a privilege, and am 
daily thankful for it. At present I am enjoying 
every temporal blessing (excepting my beloved 
relatives,) and certainly more spiritual, than most 


English Baptist Mission. 





of my brethren in England, for in whatever direc- 
tion I turn my eyes, there I behold the fulfilment 
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of that delightful promise, ‘I will g've thee the 
heathen for thy inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy postession.’ Conceive 
yourself in a place that has been for centuries ob- 
scured with midnight darkness, where now at 
length the sun begins to dawn upon the wretched 
beings who dwell there, and his rays emerging 
from the breaking cloud. Think of standing in 
the midst of an innumerable multitude of your 
fellow creatures, who are in bondage, the most 
appalling bondage, to a cruel taskmaster, at the 
sight of which your heart is ready to burst with 
grief; but to relieve you and them, at a little dis- 
tance you discover a tost lovely individual, who 
has commenced the work of emancipation, by 
laying downa mighty sum, and going from wretch 
to wretch, breaking off the galling fetter, and be- 
stowing the blessed boon of liberty ; the ransomed 
collect together, and shout the praises of their de- 
liverer. Or imagine yourself in a large valley 
that is covered with the dead bodies of the spoil- 
ed and mangled slain, and while you are survey- 
ing this affecting sight, you suddenly perceive one 
and another rising to life, and an evident move- 
ment through all the host. Such scenes as these 
are presented in India. The Sun of Righteous- 
ness is dispelling the clouds, the Redeemer is de- 
livering the captive, the dead are rising to life. 
O blessed Gospel, what hast thou done! Blessed 
Saviour, what has: thou done for rebellious, mis- 
erable sinners! O sway thy sceptre all the world 
arvund ! 

But, leaving figures, I will come to facts, and 
confine my remarks to Calcutta. Thirty years 
ago, there was scarcely a Christian or any sign of 
Christianity in Calcutta, whether among Europe- 
ans or natives. Now, besides six episcopal church- 
es, there are five dissenting chapels, and to say the 
least, two or three hundred pious people. The 
Sabbath is also beginning to be reverenced among 
the major part of the Europeans, although it is a 
lamentable fact, that Europeans seem to feel 
themselves under much less restraint in this coun- 
try than in Europe. Yet, in consequence of the 
labors of Missionaries, many are brought to a sense 
of their duty, and ] trust there is an impulse given 
to the whole of the English population. The 
churches are well attended, Missionary efforts are 
in much better repute than formerly, and wicked- 
ness that would formerly stalk the streets with the 
utmost effrontery, is now, in a manner, obliged 
to hide its head. The number of heathen con- 
verts is not so great as among the English; yet 
there are so many, and of that kind, as greatly to 
encourage the hearts of Missionaries. The won- 
der, I conceive, ought not to be that so few are 
converted, as that so many become Christians. 
The difficulties are immense in the way against 
heathen converts, My Pundit is a Cliristian, in 
consequence of which, his wife has been taken 
from him by his friends, and kept a close prison- 
er; he has been separated from her now, I sup- 
pose, several years. 

“There is now in Calcutta a great spirit for 
hearing the Gospel, among the natives; in differ- 
ent parts of the city there are no less than six 
Bengalee chapels in our own connection, and ma- 
ny others belonging to other denominations. The 
places are frequently well attended, and the con- 
gregations listen with much more attention than 
formerly. Ihave been out with Paunchoo, whic 
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is a most exceilent native preacher, when he has 
collected a large congregation in the open air, 
who have listened with great apparent attention 
and interest. It was exceedingly delightful to 
me to see the nods of assent that passed through 
the assembly, as the preacher pursued his subject, 
and at the close to hear them inviting him to visit 
them again. The natives consist chiefly of Hin- 
doos and Mussulmans: although a Hindoo has 
many more difficulties to prevent his eubracing 
Clirist than a Mussulman, yet, notwithstanding, 
the number of Hindoo converts is much greater. 
A Mahomedan is found to have the most inveter- 
ate hatred to Christ, which is seldom overcome. 
The Missionaries labured here severa] years be- 
fo:e they received from the Mahomedans the least 
fruit of their labors ; at length a Moonshi confess- 
ed himself a Christian, was baptised, and has pro- 
ved himself to be a most valuable character. 

“Jt give me the greatest pleasure to state, that 
so far as I have been able to observe, the Mission- 
aties of all denominations here seem to be zeal- 
ously devoting themselves to the advancement of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom ; and I think I do not 
exaggerate, when I state that they exceed in piety 
the generality of dissenting ministers in England. 
This fact, | conceive, augurs well for the spiritual 
interest of India. With regard to my own pros- 
pects, things have been so far arranged that 1 am 
to occupy Mr. Eustace Carey’s station in India, 
as soon as the Bungalow is rebuilt. Here I shall 
be situated, altogether in the midst of a native 
population ; my chief work will therefore be na- 
tive. Oothe Sunday I shall have to supply an 
English congregation at Howrah. Brother Thom 
as’s tine will be occupied with the English in Cal- 
cutta, and as much native work as he can do be- 
side.” 


LIGHT DAWNING IN INDIA. 


The following article is from the Missionary Her- 
ald, published by the Baptist Missionaries in Calcut- 
ta, for the month of January in the present year. 


October 10, 1826. 

“ The last three days have been the most inter- 
esting I have passed in India. On Saturday bro- 
ther Eld sent for me to come and visit some peo- 
ple, respecting whom we have for the last eight or 
nine months been somewhat interested. It ap- 
pears that some time since they met with a tract 
containing the ten commandments, which arrested 
tneir attention, and especially the attention of an 
old man, who like many others in India, is a Goo- 
roo or spiritual guide to a number of people, who 
call him their Dhurma Pita, or religious father, 
and themselves his Dhurma Pootramana, or re- 
ligious sons. They came to our station, at least 
some of them; made some interesting inquiries, 
and obtained other tracts, and in some of their 
visits a Gospel and Testament. 

During brother L’s visit to Pooree for three 
months, they made one or two calls, and soon af- 
ter his return another, which excited more interest 
in them than had been before felt, and brother L. 
and myself determined on paying them a visit, to 
see and converse with the old man, their gooroo. 
We had determined on visiting hem on Monday 
the 9th inst. ; but on Saturday they came, and bro- 
ther L. having sent for me, we talked to them, 
nine in number, for about three hours. They 
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have read the books with very great attention, and 
understand to a surprising degree, their meaning. 
A Bramin in particular is extraordinarily acquain- 
ted with them, and quoted in the course of our 
conversation, many very striking and appropriate 
passages, ‘ Not every one that saith unto me Lord, 
Lord,’ &c. aud the different characters that should 
enter heaven, the necessity of a new heart, and 
others tou numerous to write in detail; but the 
Ten Commandments, to which they are wonder- 
fully attached, and which they make the standard 
of theit moral conduct, and refer to incessantly, 
they all seem to have at their tongue’s end, 


Persecution of Converts. 


One principal object of their present visit was 
to ask our advice ina pleasing and surprising af- 
fair. It appears, that in addition to their keeping 
the Sabbath, and assembling on that day to read 
the Dhurma Shastras (which they learnt from their 
favorite Dos Agya, or Ten Commandments, ) their 
Dhurma Pita thought it their duly to spread the 
knowledge they had obtained through other villa- 
ges, and accordingly sent some of bis disciples for 
that purpose ; but the Bramins, in perfect consist- 
ency with what the friends of religion have always 
experienced, were filled with enmity, and assem- 
bling and incensing the villagers, loaded the dis- 
ciples with abuse, and beat two of them unmerci- 
fully, and they wanted our advice what course to 
pursue. We pointed out to them, that such treat- 
ment they must certainly expect, if they loved the 
Saviour and chose the way of life ; and that it was 
what the friends of Jesus had ever met with. We 
read tothem the 10th and L1th verses of the Sth 
of Matthew, and other similar passages, and re- 
commended patient suffering under their perse- 
cutions. In that they seemed to have anticipated 
our advice, and were quite willing to abide by it: 
but as we had determined on visiting them, and 
their Dhurma Pita on Monday, we proposed a 
further consideration of the subject at that time. 

On the next day, Lord’s day, eleven of their 
number came down to my house during our Eng- 
Jish service ; and after that was over, we had an- 
other long and interesting conversation of several 
hours, when it was agreed that most of thein should 
return, and one remain and accompany us in the 
morning. Early in the morning, just as we wee 
going to have worship, three of them came in and 
joined us, one a messenger from the old man. It 
was exceedingly interesting to see them bow with 
their faces to the ground, and in that position re- 
main and join with us in the worship of the blessed 
and glorious God, to whom all flesh shall assuredly 
come. We seemed transported back to the times 
of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob. After worship, 
two departed, and our messenger alove remained 
to be our guide in the morning. We were up 
about four, and between five and six, after a short 
prayer for our Heavenly Father’s blessing and 
presence, we set off. The place appeared to be 
about six or seven miles off, in a very retired situ- 
ation, which we reached ahout 9 o'clock. 





PRINTING PRESS AND TYPES FOR 
THE CHEROKEE NATION. 


It was mentioned in the Missionary Herald for 
July, that a fount of types had heen ordered by the 





Cherokee government, and was ina course of pre- 
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paration. These have now been completed ; and, 
together with a fount of English types and an iron 
press, of an improved construction, and the entire 
furniture for a printing office, were forwarded about 
the middle of last month. ‘The press will be eim- 
ploved in printing the New Testament and other 
portions of the Bible, and schoo! books in the Cher- 
okee language, and such other books in Cherokee 
or English, as will tend to diffuse knowledge 
through the nation. A prospectus has also been 
issied for a newspaper, entitled the Cherokee 
Pheniz, to be printed partly in Cherokee and 
partly in English ; the first number of whicli is 
expected to appear early in January. All this 
has been done by order os the Cherokee govern 
ment, and at, their expense. They have also 
hired a printer to superintend the printing office, 
to whom they give $400 a year, and another prin- 
ter to whoim they give $300. Mr. Elias Boudinot, 
who was educated, in part, at the Foreign Mission 
School, and extracts from whose address, deliv- 
ered in many of our large towns, were inserted 
in the number of this work for April, p. 116, has 
been appointed Editor, with a yearly salary of 
$300. 

Among the Cherokees, then, we are to see the 
first printing press ever owned and employed by 
any native of the Abotigines of this continent, 
the first effort at writing and printing in characters 
oftheir own ; the first newspaper, and the first 
book printed among themselves ; the first editor ; 
and, the first well organized system for securing 
a general diffusion of knowledge among the peo 
ple. Among the Cherokees, also we see establish- 
ed the first regular elective goveroment, with the 
legislative, judicial, and executive branches dis- 
tinct, with the safeguards] of a written Constitu- 
tion, and trial by jury. Here, also, we see first 
the Christian religion recognized and protectted 
by the government ; regular and exemplary Chris- 
tian churches, and flourishing schools extensively 
established, and in many instances taught by na- 
tive Cherokees.—Miss. Herald. 


INDIANS IN NEW-YORK. 
Organization of a Church at Cattaraugus. 


* 

Rev. Mr. Harris, one of the Missionaries at 
this station. writes under date of July 9, 1827, as 
follows: “TI have just returned fiom the Cattara- 
ugus station, whither [ went in company witha 
party of Christian Indians from this village, to 
form a church avd administer the Lords Supper. 
We enjoyed a very interesting, and to me truly 
solemn season there, yesterday. A church was 
organized consisting of 16 members, including 
Mr. Thayer, the teacher and his wife. The most 
of those are the subjects of the recent awakening 
at that station. Their views and experiences 
were on the whole very satisfactory. The tittle 
chapel was well filled on the Sabbath. A oumber 
of pagans, men and women, were present to wit- 
ness the exercises. All conducted themselves 
with the utmost propriety, Solemnity appeared 


to pervade the assembly throughout the exercises ; 
and much tenderness and devotion of spirit were 
visible among the members. The Lord grant 
that this vine may be one of his own right hand’s 


planting, 
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Additions to the Church at Seneca. 


The same Missionary writes, under date of Oct. 
7,—* We yesterday enjoyed the privilege, with 
the members of the little church at Seneca, of 
again commemorating the dying love of Christ. 
There were some circumstances of peculiar inter- 
est connected with this celebration of the Supper, 
Ten persons, three males and seven females, were 
baptised inthe nameof the Holy Trinity, and for 
the first time, sealed their engagements to be the 
Lord’s. The most of these persons we look upon 
as the fruits of the revival, with which God was 
pleased to visit the mission the last season. These, 
together with six adults, admitted last spring, have 
eugene our litle church to the number of thir- 
ty.”—db. 


ANOTHER EXAMPLE FROM NEW- 
JERSEY. 


We learn by a letter from Princeton, N. J., da- 
ted the 17:h inst. that at a meeting of the Mission- 
ary Society in that place, on the afternoon of the 
13th, which was the day of public Thanksgiving, 
a statement of facts, as collected by the agents on 
the subject of Bibles, was made by Messrs. Cox, 
Mitchell, and Daird, showing the destitute and de- 
plorable condition of large sections of the State 
in respect to Gospel ' privileges,—particularly 
parts of Monmouth, Gloucester, Cape May, Sus- 
sex and Warren Counties. After listening to 
these facts, a resolution was proposed by the Rev. 
J. F. Halsey, of Monmouth, to the following ef- 
fect: 

Resolved, That with the blessing of God, we 
will within two years from the 13th December, 
1827, raise the sum of $20,000, for the purpose of 
building Mission and School Honses, and support- 
ing competent and pious Teachers in the destitute 
part of the State called The Pines. 

This resolution called forth considerable dis- 
cussion, and some eloquent addresses. As to the 
propriety and feasibility of raising the sum speci- 
fied, there secmed to be no difference of opinion ; 
but in respect to the form of the resolution, and 
the manner in which the money should be appro- 
priated, there was a division of seatiment. At 
length, after a discussion of about two hours, with- 
out coming to any definite resnit, and it being al- 
ready dark, the meeting was disso'ved, and the 
people were invited to assemble again at 7 o’clock, 
not as members of the Society, but as citizens of 
Princeton. I have since (says the writer of the 
letter,) heard it remarked by a friend of Zion, 
that towards the close of the afternoon meeting, 
she feared that Satan was also among them, and 
was about to frustrate their designs: but the se- 
quel will make good, in this instance, also, a state- 
ment made by the Rev. J. F. Halsey in his ad- 
dress. In speaking of a scheme by which the 
friends of religion in Monmouth were endeavor- 
ing to raise the sum of $2000 for a benevolent 
purpose, he remarked that Satan came in among 
them, and frustrated their designs: but immedi- 
ately they bit epon another plau, by which they 
raised $2500, and so Satan was foiled,—as he al- 
ways will be, when he meddles with the Lord’s 
business. The result was similar on the present 
occasion. For when the people were assembled 
in the evening, the former resolution was waived, 
and another introduced, of the following import: 
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Resolved, That with the blessing of God, we 
will raise, within two years from the 13th Decem- 
ber, 1827, the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars, to 
be paid into the treasury of the State Missionary 
Society, and by them to be applied to the erection 
of Preaching and School Houses in the destitute 
parts ot the State, and supporting competent and 
pious Teachers, and employing Missionaries, who, 
in addition to the labors of preaching, shall visit 
and superintend the Schools. 

This proposition took at once, and was carricd 
unanimously. The consequenee 1s, that the 
amount proposed in the former resolution is doub- 
led, and that the destitute in the whole State are 
included ; thus laying a claim apon the co opera- 
tion of the friends of such efforts in other towns 
and Counties. Mr. Halsey made two powerful 
addresses,—one in the afternoon, and the other in 
the evening. Rev. Dr. Miller entered very deep- 
ly and warmly into the subject, and also several 
It was undoubtedly (adds the writer,) one 
of the most interesting, and probably tlie most im- 
portant meeting ever held in Princeton, or per 
haps inthe State. The amount subscribed that 
evening in the church, was $1642, to be paid in 
two annual instalments. Ono the 17th, it had 
been increased to $2300 ; and, it was supposed, 
would eventually be $2500. There were some 
subscriptions of $200, and others of $400. It 
seemed as if the Spirit of the Lord was present in 
very deed ; and if a proper impulse is imparted to 
other parts of the State, there is no doubt but the 
resolution will be carried into effect. 

Less than five months ago, the Nassau Hall Bi- 
ble Society passed a resolution that every desti- 
tute family in New-Jersey should be supplied with 
the Bible in the course of a singie year. This 
great work is now very nearly accomplished. In 
the mean time it has imparted new vigor to other 
Bible Societies, insomuch that similar resolutions 
have been adopted in reference to more than two 
million souls, exclusive of the population of New- 
Jersey; and we verily believe that the impulse 
will not cease, till it has extended to every town 
and village and hamlet in the United States. But 
this is not all. The facts collected by the New- 
Jersey Bible agents in their exploring tours, have 
revealed the moral wants of various portions of the 
State, and given rise to these giant efforts to sup. 
ply them. According to the above resolution, 
New-Jersey is to raise a greater amount for the 
support of domestic missions in each of the two 
coming years, than the receipts of the American 
Home Missionary Society during the last. Be 
hold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth ! 

But why should not this example, as well as the 
former, be followed in other places. The Bible 
is only the pioneer for the heralds of the cross: 
and many other parts of the country are equally 
destitute with “The Pines.” Should such be the 
effect, thousands and hundreds of thousands will 
bless God all their days, that the Nassau Hall Bi 
ble Society ever existed :—or if we choose to look 
back for a remoter cause, that the Monroe County 
Bible Society existed :—or for a cause still remo. 
ter, that the benevolent heart existed, which first 
set this mighty machinery in motion. The day 
fias come, when one almost trembles as he touches 
the springs of benevolent action, so unexpected 
and overwhelming are the effects which follow.— 
NV. Y. Obs. 


Misconduct of Asaad Jacob. 
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MISCONDUCT OF ASAAD JACOB, 


The youth Asaad Jacob has never been regarded 
by the missionaries as pious, although they had felt 
authorized to indulge many hopes concerning his 
future usefulness. 

Asaad Jacob and Stephanus Wortabet, I wish to 
he remembered particularly in preyer. Against 
light, and kriowledge, and the convictions of their 
own consciences, they have turned again to the 
world, and their last state seems to be worse than 
the first. They are very bitter against the truth ; 
and frequently manifest the same disposition as did 
the Pharisees, when with desperate malice they at- 
tributed the benevolent works of Christ to the agen- 
cy of the prince ofthe devils. Indeed they appear 
to be in a s'ate of mind very similar to that of a few 
IT have known ia America, after a revival of reli- 
gion, who gave fearful evidence of having “ done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace.” The doctrine 
of the new birth by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
is very offensive particularly to Stephanus. Any 
thing buta new heart. No matter how many and 
how great corruptions and errors there may be in 
his Church: they are al! sweet snd pleasant, com- 
pared with the bitterness of forsaking sin, and pos- 
sessing holiness of heart. As we were recently 
reading in course, at one of our meetings with the 
Arabs, concerning the heretics, (meutioned in the 
fourth chapter of the first Epistle of Timot oy, ) 
who were to “come in the last days, forbidding 
to marry and commanding to abstain from meats,” 
he and Asaad contended obstinately, that these 
heretics were the Protestants! Asaad lias, at 
times, manifested real concern for his soul; and, 
by the knowledge he has acquired, since he has 
been with us, of English, Italian, Greek, and his 
own language, he might be of great use to us, 
should he be recovered from this snare of the dev- 
il. The difference we have made between nom- 
inal and real Christians, by adinitting those who 
appeared to be of the latter description to our fel- 
lowship and communion —a difference which bas 
not probably been made in this country before, 
for sixteen hundred years—has evidently contrt- 
buted not a little to induce this state of feeling. 

Gregory Wortabet, in his broken English, says ; 
“ Holy Spirit and the Satan fight now in Stepha- 
nus’ heart. Ithink Holy Spirit conquer and the 
Satan escape.” That such may be the happy is- 
sue, we do not cease to make supplication unto 
Him, who can subdue the most rebellious, and lay 
the proudest sinner in the dust. 





From a Missionary in Chataque Co. N. Y. to the See- 
retary of the ‘ Western Agency.’ 


October 24, 1827, 

Rev. and Dear Brother,—The time lias arrived 
to make my last return for the yoar, and I rejoice 
that the voice of gladness and of joy is to be heard 
from this hitherto dark corner of the vinevard.— 
About two or three months ago, [ was seot for 
from a church eight niles west, to attend with 
them in church mecting, in order to assist in set- 


tling threatening difficulties in the charch. Their 
situation was difficult, and the aspect cloomy. A 
settlement however was effecied, which opened 


the door for much exhortanon to the chureh, 
From that time a gradual excitement was witness. 
ed amongst the members, who have bee» so long 
destitute, and almost forsaken and vopeless, A. 
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bout four weeks since, the fields appeared white, 
ready for the harvest; and the Holy Spirit came 
down like raiv upon the mown grass.—The village 
is small and new, but the work soon became gen- 
eral and powerful. Fora week or more almost 
all labor was suspended, and the careless by-stan- 
der was constrained to say—this is the finger of 
God. A few give evidence of a saving change of 
heart: convictions have been deep and pungent, 
and deliverances clear and striking. The hopeful 
subjects are from fifteen totwenty in number, and 
the work is still progressing. 


Revivals of Religion. 


REVIVAL IN A FACTORY NEAR COOPERSTOWN, N. Y. 
Extract of a letter to the editor, dated 
Hort-Virre, Dec. 17. 

Dear Sir—With feelings of joy and gratitude to the 
God of all grace, permit me to state that considering 
the number of souls at our establishment, the work of 
the Spirit is powerful upon the hearts of sinners. Al- 
ready we bumbly trust many have been born into the 
kingdom of the blessed Redeemer ; and greater num- 
bers are anxiously enquiring what they shall do to be 
saved, This we trust originated in the Sabbath 
Schools. 


REVIVAL IN STEPHENTOWN, N. Y. 


To the Editors of the N. Y. Observer. 


The insertion of the following in your paper will 
gratify many of your patrons in this vicinity, and 
oblige vour humble friend and servant in the Gos- 
pel, NATHAN S. 8S. BEMAN. 

Troy, Dec. 11, 1827. 


It is known to many that a revival of religion 
has been going on in Stephentown, in the County 
of Reesselaer, for some time past, under the |abors 
of the Rev. Charles G. Finney. Though quite in 
my neighborhood, and though my heart has often 
been with that dear people, mingling in the scenes 
of solemnity and interest which have existed 
among them, yet it has not been in my power to 
visit the favored spot till a few days since. The 
first Sabbath in this month I spent there by par- 
ticular request, and assisted in the labors of the 
day. It was a sacramental Sabbath, and one of 
deeper and more tender interest I have rarely wit- 
nessed. T'wenty three persons were admitted to 
the church, making with the former admissions 
since the revival commenced, one hundred and 
one. 

Having been in some measure acquainted with 
the history of this congregation, and having occa- 
sionally preached to them, the wonderful change 
which has been wrought in them by the power of 
truth and the Holy Ghost, had its full effect on iny 
mind. When TI saw the solemn multitudes com- 
ing together from every quarter, at the hour of 
worship---the attentive eye sometimes filled with 
tears, riveted upon the speaker---the recent sub- 
jects of divine grace entering into covenant with 
God, and the grateful church seating themselves 
around the table of the Lord, I could not but com- 
— the present with the past, and exclaim, ‘ what 

ath God wrought ? 

I preached in Stephentown twice in the month 
of June last, and then all was desolation. The 
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[there were not more than twenty resident mem- 

bers---and the congregation was scattered and al- 
most extinct. A deserted sanctuary proclaimed 
the fearful condition and prospects of that people. 
Divisions of long standing and of a painful char- 
acter had wasted the heritage of God. In Au- 
gust last their Pastor was dismissed, having been 
installed within the period of a year, and his pre- 
decessor having been dismissed within two years. 
In this state of things, Mr. Finney visited them by 
the urgent request of some of the church mem- 
bers, who had frequently heard him preach in 
New Lebanon, where he had been laboring in a 
revival of religion for a considerable time past. 
His preaching excited attention, convictions took 
place, and conversions followed. The presence 
and power of God were felt. The Church awak- 
ed from her protracted slumbers, and a general 
movement upon the minds of the people was man- 
ifest to every observer. Meetings were multiplied 
and became crowded. Some who “came to scoff, 
remained to pray”---or to be prayed for. Divine 
influence seemed to pervade the whole communi- 
ty. Persons of all ranks, the rich and the poor 
of all descriptions of moral character---the intem- 
perate and profane, as well as the honest and so- 
ber, of all ages, from the hoary headed who are 
bending over the grave, down to little children 
who have just entered upon the responsibilities of 
life, have been numbered among the subjects of 
this work. A large number of heads of families 
are among them. . The number of hopeful subjects 
[ am not able to state. In addition to those who 
have already united with the church, there are, 
perhaps, forty or fifty more who will still declare 
themselves on the Lord’s side ; and there is rea- 
son to hope, that the revival wil! still go on, 
Though Mr. F. has left them, yet they are now 
supplied with a preacher, who, Itrust, will be both 
faithful and successful. 

Sabbath evening presented a scene which can 
he more easily conceaved by the child of God, than 
described by a mortal pen. Mr. F. preached his 
last Sermon, “ready to depart on the morrow.” 
No attempt was made to excite the feelings; but 
as the speaker drew near the close, and adverted 
to their approaching separation, and charged the 
people of God, and especially the recent subjects 
of grace, to keep their eye on heaven and be 
faithful, that they might meet with joy and not 
with grief in eternity, the silence of death and 
the grave settled down upon the congregation ; 
every mind seemed to be absorbed in future 
scenes; the victories yet to be achieved by faith 
on earth, and the blessing hereafter to be in- 
herited in heaven. 


MOUNT ZION, 8. C. 


Extract of a Letter under date of Oct. 11, from the 
Rev. John Harrington, published in the Charles- 
ton Observer. 

“ When I took charge of this congregation in 
January 1826, it had been for years, nearly desti- 
tute of pastoral labor, and was in a cold and 
languishing condition. Attention to the public 
means of grace during the last year, was, in the 
highest degree, respectful and decorous ; but still 
professors were cold, and few were persuaded to 
forsake the world—only five were added to the 





church was reduced to a mere handful---probably 


communion of the church during the year. 
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Things continued much the same during the 
winter; and when our Presbytery met in the 
spring, it was found that this coldness was general. 
A day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, was 
therefore appointed, with a special reference to 
the state ofour churches. When I returned home, 
1 urged the subject on my people with earnestness: 
and I believe the fast was strictly observed by the 
congregation. The Sabbath following, our ses- 
sion had appointed for a communion season, and 
only one was added to our number; yet it was a 
solemn day. From this time a change for good 
commenced ; the people of Giod began to cry in 
earnest to Him for aid, and sinners began to see 
and feel their guilt and misery. The anxious look 
and falling tear gave evidence that the Lord was 
at work. 

The favorable signs continued gradually to in- 
crease, until a few weeks back, when these gentle 
dews were changed to a shower of divine grace, 
and we have ehjoyed some of the most solemn and 
precious seasons | ever witnessed, At some times 
the whole of a crowded audience have been bath- 
ed in tears, and many brought to inquire, “ What 
shall I do to be saved ?”—On last Sabbath, we had 
a communion season; on the Friday previous 
nearly the whole congregation met and encamped 
on the ground until Monday. The audience was 
numerous, untiring and serious. Many of our 
ministering brethren, of different denominations, 
were with us and the word of life was faithfully 
preached. 

On the Sabbath morning, 67 were added to the 
communion of the church, on a public profession 
of their faith; after which the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper was administered to a large num- 
ber of deeply affected communicants. Many who 
came froma distance to see what these things 
meant, we have reason to hope, have returned to 
their homes inquiring after the way of life. The 
parting scene on Monday cannot be described. 
The work has been attended with no bodily exer- 
cise or noise, beyond the sobs of the weeping. 
The convictions have been generally deep and ag- 
onizing, but of short duration—deliverance clear 
and satisfactory; the subjects have been mostly 
youth from 13 to 25, but some middle aged and 
even old persons nave been brought in. The doc- 
trines preached, and which have been blessed in 
this work of grace, are man’s total depravity, his 
utter inability, and his complete wretchedness by 
nature; his need of regeneration and sanctifica- 
tion to fit him for happiness, the sufficiency and 
willingness of Christ to save to the uttermost all 
who come to God through him; and anxious in- 
quirers were urged to an immediate and uncondi- 
tional surrender to Christ. 

The means used, besides public preaching are 
frequent evening prayer meetings, attended by the 
Elders, or Pastor, or both together ; and Pastoral 
Visits, conversing and praying with the distressed, 
&e. The revival still continues; but new cases 
of conviction are not so numerous as formerly. 

The good work is extensive in this district 
among our Methodist and Baptist brethren.” 


DECATUR, GA. 


Extract of a letter under date of Oct. 5, from the 
Rev. Alexander Kirkpatrick. 


“The Church in Decatur was organized near 
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the close of 1825, and consisted of 14 members. — 
Immediately afterwards, I removed here and act- 
ed as their pastor. There was, till recently a grad- 
ual increase, but nothing peculiarly animating ap- 
peared until the meeting of the Presbytery of 
Hopewell on the Ist of August. Of that rever- 
end body, it might truly be said, that they “ came 
in the fulness of the Gospel of Christ.” The ad- 
ministration of the word and ordinances seemed 
to come home with uncommon power to the hearts 
of all present; an unusual solemnity prevailed, so 
much so, that on the third day an anxious mest- 
ing was appointed, and a large room was fil- 
led with persons anxiously inquiring “ what shall 
I do to be saved?” In that assembly few eyes 
were dry ; but all was noiseless and solemn. In 
consequence of these appearances, another com- 
munion was appointed to take place a month af- 
terwards, when one of the members promised to 
assist. From Saturday evening of that meeting 
after sermon, and from an early hour on Sabbath 
until the time of public worship, the session were 
engaged with candidates for admission; and amore 
anxious time I never saw; for at that time, and 
during the previous month, 33 persons were admit- 
ted to the full communion of the Church, 8 of 
whom were baptized. 


REVIVAL IN LEXINGTON, 


The work of God’s grace in our town, says the 
Luminary, appears to be on the increase. On 
Sabbath last, eighteen persons were publicly re- 
ceived into the first Presbyterian Church, and 
about 70 more appeared on the anxious seats, as 
awakened and inquiring souls. We were mis- 
informed as to the number admitted by the ses- 
sion of this church, on the late sacramental occa- 
sion. It was one hundred and seven, making with 
the eighteen admitted last Sabbath, one hundred 
and twenty-five, who have professed to have 
passed from death unto life since the commence- 
ment of this revival. 


REVIVAL IN GLOUCESTER, MASS. 


The following is an extract of a letter from 
Gloucester, dated 29th Nov. :—“ The attention to 
religion is still progressing, and traly we may say, 
the Lord is with us. Since I arrived home from 
Boston, there have been, I should think, from eight 
to ten new subjects of grace, say since the 25th. 
In all perhaps 130. Next Sabbath is communion, 
when about 50 will join. Pray for us.” 


REVIVALS IN ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI. 


A letter from Rev. Joshua Bradley, to the Kdi- 
tor of the Christian Watchman, dated Rock 
Spring, Illinois, Nov. 9, says—“ About one hun- 
dred have professed to know Jesus, in the coun- 
ties north of us through which I travelled last Sep- 
tember. The work began in June last. In the 
counties east of us a work has begun lately.— 
About eighty made a profession in about five 
weeks. A gentleman informed me last week, that 
the work is powerful and spreads rapidly. Amongst 
the coloured part of my congregation in St. Louis, 
are some symptoms of a revival. Blessed be God 
for any drops of mercy that he pleases to scatter in 
that flourishing city.” Mr. Bradley concludes by 
requesting that he and his associates may be re- 
membered in our prayer-meetings. 
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PLEASANT STATE OF THINGS IN LANSINGBURGH. 
A writer in the New-York Observer says— 

For several mouths past the Holy Spirit has 
been evidently present in the Presbyterian con- 
gregation in this plice. Not, however, like a 
mighty rushing wind, but in the still small voice 
of reconciling mercy, Fourteen persons were 
alnitted to the communion of the Church in 
Aveust, and fifleen in November. A number 
more profess to have fled for refuge, and to have 
laid hold on the hope set before them. Although 
the Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Blatchford, has been dis- 
abl :. for several montlis past, by severe and protrac- 
ted jiness, from attending to the duty of the min- 
istry, yet the Holy Sprit has not been ‘withdrawn, 
The Lord is still gracious. And though this 
Church is deeply afflicted by the loss of the ser- 
vices ofa much esteemed pastor, yet mercy has 
accompanied judgment. 

On the evening of the 2d Sabbath in November, 
agreeably toa request of Dr. Blatchford, a meet- 


ine for prayer and thanksgiving was held in the 
session house. Prayer for an alleviation of the 


sufferine- 
and resignat 


ofa beloved pastor, and for patience 
to the divine will amidst their ex- 
treme severit inksgiving for the gracious 
presence and fich ab lings ofthe Holy Spivit’s 
consolation, and for that faith and hope and joy 
so fully received, in its most percious and elevated 
excercises, It wasa Bochim—-a place of weeping. 
Juspressions were made, it is hoped, which nei- 
ther time nor place will obliterate. ‘To see an 
affectionate people at the call of their Jenguishing 
pastor, gather around the throne of all-sufficient 
grace and mercy, and there present their humble, 
earnest, and unaffected petitions to the Hearer of 
prayer, was calculated to awaken the tenderest 
sensibilities of the soul. While the thoughts of 
many soleumly reverted to the special object of 
the meeting, might not a conviction of the worth 
of religion, so emiventiy displayed in its suppor 

ting power in the instance before them, have 
seized upon sowwe minds hitherto secure in sin, 
and an elfectual desire for a similar hope full of 
iimortality—a preparation for a death like the 
riehteous—have ineited to those religious daties, 
to those earnest cries for pardoning merey, insep- 
arable from and connected with divine forgiveness. 
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall 
prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy walls, 
and prosperity within thy palaces. For my breth- 
ren and companion’s sake, [ will now say, Peace 
be within thee. Because of the house of the 
Lord our God, I will seek thy good.” D. 


REVIVAL IN HAVERHILE, MASS. 


Copy of a letter to the Editor of the Christian 
Watchman, dated Haverhill, Rock's Village, 
Dec. 10, 1827. 


Sir,—I wish you to communicate the following 
good news to the friends of Zion. 

In this place there is a wonderful work of God, 
which began ahout four monihs since. Before 
that time, it was a seat of wickedness. Religion 
was extremely low. The church was smali, and 
almost disheartened. Siuners had become bold 
in iniquity, whilst a dreary scene of darkness and 
sorrow had shrouded Christians. Reformations 
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ed for the judgments of Heaven and the holy dis- 
pleasure of an angry God. But in July last, the 
scene began to change, and tokens of divine mer- 
cy were discovered, 

The first peculiar excitement was at the bap- 
tisia of some young converts from a neighboring 
town. This was a most affecting occasion, A 
large congregation—all solemn, and many in 
tears. Now Christians began to awake, and sin- 
nerstomourn. The next step was,—a dav set 
apart by the church for public humiliation and 
confession and prayer. This seemed to be own- 
ed and blestof God. Mee:ings were now frequent 
and full and affecting—always some in tears. 
Soon a few of our déar youth were converted, and 
they had wonderfully deliverances, and holy trans- 
ports. They felt that all must come and see Je- 
sus Christ. So they went forth from house to 
house, entreating their associates and neighbors to 
turn and live; and it was like a sword to their 








spread on every side, and some near at hand ;— 
still this place was passed by, as if it wese reserv- 


hearts. Thus the glorious work pr6gressed. 

The principal means blest of God in this work, 
are prayers of Christians—visiting from house to 
house—addresses of our young converts, and our 
public baptisms. The latter have been most wou- 
derfully blest. We have had five baptisms, and 
to almost every one allusions have been made, by 
those who found selief afterwards,—that they ei- 
ther received their first serious iinpressions, or had 
them greatly deepened, at such and such a bap- 
tistn ! 

The whole number of hopeful subjects of this 
work is forty-three. Some were “ Universalists” 
and others “ Deists.” We now exclaim, * What 
nath God wrought!” Nearly half this number are 
inales, and a good proportion heads of families and 
middle-aged men, active and influential. 

Thirty four have already been baptized, and a 
few more wait for the first opportunity. There 
are some now in great distress, saying, “Sirs, we 
would see Jesus!” The work still goes on, and 
is evideutly spreading. The faith of Christians 
rises, and their hearty and constant prayers are, 
“QO Lord. leave not one prayerless, Christless, 
soul im all this place.” Our request to ali the 
people of the Most High God, is, Brethren, pray 
for us. Yours respecifully, C. CLARK. 











ANOTHER NATIONAL INSTITUTION. 


A Provisional Committee of different reli- 
gious denominations, appointed in Philadelphia 
about a year ago, respecting Bible Classes, after 
mature deliberetion, and a pretty extensive corres- 
pondence on the subject of Bible Classes, believe 
thatthe public interest and feeling demand the 


‘immediate organization of an institution to es- 


tablish and foster Bible Classes, in every part of 
our country. They have therefore invited all per- 
sons friendly to the object, to meet in that city 
and forma society. The Rev. Mr. Wilbur is there 
engaged in promoting the plan. 


CAUTION. 


A writer in the Columbian Star states, that an 
Episcopal Minister in Philadelphia lately found a 
hook which his son had brought from the Sabbath 
School Library, to be a volume of Unitarian 
tracts. On inspecting the library, he found a 
complete set of them, nicely bound, which had 
been purchased by the superintendant without a 
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1827.] Opposition 
knowledge of their character. He also says that 
an edition of nn Ross has been recently publish. 
ed which has been divested of all evangelical 
character, and made covertly Unitarian. The 
original work is on the catalogue of the Ameri- 
can Union; and the altered book bears the same 
title. 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. _ 


~NEW-HAVEN, Decemper 29, 1827. 











OPPOSITION TO REVIVALS. 


Several numbers against Prayer Meetings and Re- 
vivals of Religion have lately appeared in the Epis- 
copal Watchman. The writer has taken a bold stand 
against revivals of religion. He says: 

“It is not, however, with the advocates of ‘revi- 
vals’ that we are concerned. Solemnly, and before 
God, we believe them to be in error—an error, as some 
of their ablest men have already divined, most danger- 
ous to the peace and purity of the Church, and, un- 
less controlled by Him who ruleth in the heavens over 
all, capable of subverting the whole fair fabric of 
Christianity. Against this error we have taken up 
arms—not the weapons of a carnal warfare, but the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God—and, in 
His strength, we are solemnly resolved never to lay 
them down, until its ravages shall cease, or our right 
hands forget their cunning.” 

Had we seen these articles in one of the universal- 
ist or infidel papers which have always been opposing 
and ridiculing revivals of religion, we should have 
concluded at once that they were from the pen of the 
Rey. Mr. Raynor, who has been lately settled over 
the Universalist church in Hartford. And more es- 
pecially, as the writer takes the same ground of op- 
position, and adopts much the same language, that is 
used in a certain pamphlet on “ Religious Slirs,”’ pub- 
lished by the Rev. Mr. Raynor, when Rector of Trin- 
ity Church, in Huntington. But as these sentiments 
have the full sanction of the Episcopal Watchman, 
a paper under the special direction of the Bishop of 
Connecticut, we see in them the lovely fealures of the 
High Church, which would consign all who are not fa- 
vored with Episcopal ordinances to the uncovenanted 
mercies of God. This is but echoing the sentiments 
of Bishop Hobart on the same subject. In his late 
sermon at the consecration of Bishop Onderdonk, he 
Says: 

“It is against these popular religious excitements, 
to which the term of ‘ revivals of religion’ is usually 
applied, that the Bishop of our church must, in duty 
to the highest interests of rational and fervent piety, 
bear his testimony—revivals ‘ got up’ by those popu- 
lar arts that always excite the passions ; and preserv 
ed and extended by a bold, and unlicensed, and con- 
stant employment of every means by which animal 
sensibility may be roused, and the sympathies of our 
nature made to catch the false fires of enthusiasm. 
The Lord, indeed, rides in the whirlwind, and directs 
the storm, and in religion, as in nature, ultimately 

overiules them for good. But evils, sad evils are 
they ; bearing devastation and desolation in their 
course—in the spiritual world, sweeping before them 
the courtesies of society, the affections of domestic 
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life, the fair forms of rational and sober picty, and 
leaving, at last, the waste of disorder, misrule, aud 
fanaticism, where the human passions riot, over 
which the friends of genuine religion mourn, and the 
scoffer raises the laugh of scorn. Surely, in firmly 
opposing these popular revivals of religion, the Bish- 
op of our church will deserve the approbation of the 
wise and the good—certainly he will be approved by 
his God.” 

“ Against this error have we taken up arms,” says 
the Watchman. This is bold language, and a bold 
stand. And are you cerfain, ye high Dignitaries of the 
Church, that you shall “ be approved of Ged” ? Will 
He who has sent his Holy Spirit into the world, to 
convince of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment— 
He who, in answer to the prayers of Christians of all 
denominations, is pouring out bis Spirit, and reviving 
his work, and adding to his church thousands and tens 
of thousands of such as shall be saved—will He cer- 
tainly approve of those who oppose the mighty work 
He is carrying on? Take heed, ye “ masters in Is- 
rael,” “lest haply ye be found even to fight against 
God.” 

“” We tremble,” says the Connecticut Observer, 
“at the responsibility they have thus assumed. The 
mass of evangelical Christians in every denomination 
in the United States, are engaged in fervent and uni- 
ted prayers that the Spirit would come down as raig 
on the mown grass, and clothe the churches of God 
in verdure and beauty. To the influences of the 
Spirit, manifested in these seasons of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord, which are denominated re- 
vivals, they are looking with longing and eager eyes, 
as the means employed by the Head of the Church 
to call laborers into the harvest, and to prepare a peo- 
ple ready for his service and praise. 
ers and desires they are directed by an experience of 
They 


To these pray- 


the good effects of revivals, for many years 
heve seen the feeble made strong—those once pro- 
fane, singing the praises of Jehovah—the despiser of 
religion and public worship, bowing down at the al- 
tar of God—the profligate become su!) 
less, improvident father of a family become prudeut 


i—the care- 


and kind—lips once indecent advocating to pure prin- 
ciples of the Gospel—the enemy of missions become 
their ardent promoter—and those for whose recovery 
even charity had almost ceased to hope, brought 
home to their heavenly Father's house 


raising for these wonders, the voice of thanksgiving 


They are 


to the throne of grace, and the voice of supplication, 
too, ‘O Lord, revive thy work.’ 
is the responsibility assumed by those who step for- 
ward and say, ‘ Solemnly, and before God, we believe 
you to be in an error.’ 


Fearful, we repeat, 


We impeach not their mo- 
tives; Lut a measure connected with results so mo- 
menious, has not, we trust, been lightly adopted.— 
The influence of revivals has been tested by a long 
course of years; it has been declared most salutary 
by men whose opinions are not lightly to be denounced) 
Edwards and Bellamy and Stroug and Dwight, and 
a multitude more among the dead and living—who bad 
the best opportunities for observation, not having 
heard only a faint and distorted report, but having 
been eve ahd car witnesses of many revivals, have 
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regarded them as the work of God, and among his 
most glorious works in these latter days of the 
Charch.”’ 


BISHOP GRISWOLD’S VIEWS OF RE- 
VIVALS. 


“An Episcopal Minister,” says Bishop Gris- 
wold “had endeavoured for many months to 
preach the doctrines of the cross with seriousness 
and fidelity. What he first noticed of any change 
in his congregation was an unusual seriousness ; 
and especially that when dismissed they left the 
church silent and thoughtful. Observing their 
increasing religious concern, he began to meet 
with a few of them on one or two evenings in the 
week that he might converse with a number at 
once; and before he had thought of such an 
event asa religious awakening, he found that about 
thirty of his congregation were deeply impressed 
with a concern for their spiritual state. Soon af. 
ter that the excitement became general in the 
town, and very remarkable. His parish was 
small, and he had but about forty communicants ; 
and yet, though great efforts were made by other 
denominations to draw the converts to their respec- 
tive communions, the result was, that one hun 
dred were added to his communion, and a large 

art of them to his congregation, being such as 
Pad before attended public worship at other pla- 
ces, or no where. These converts were not en- 
couraged in ranting or raptures, but instructed in 
the “ words of truth and soberness ;” and of course 
very few of them after fell away from their stead- 
fastness. There were so many who needed in- 
struction, and to be prepared for baptism and 
confirmation, that it became necessary to collect 
a nuinber of them together chiefly ir the evening. 
This was the origin of prayer meetings in that 
parish; and a few of the more pious members of 
the church have found it profitable to themselves 
at least to continue the meetings to the present 
time.” 





From the Philadelphia Recorder, an Episcopal paper 
of high standing. 


The following sentiments, says the editor, upon 
the subject of revivals, are so true, so scriptnral, 
and expressed with such force of language, that 
we recommend them to the attentive consideration 
of our readers. 

“ Revivals of religion are alone adequate to the 
moral reformation of the world. All other means 
—science, legislation, philosophy, eloqnence and 
argument, have been relied on in vain. The dis- 
ease is of the heart, and they reach it not. Bat 
revivals touch the deep springs of human action, 
and give tone and energy to the mora! govern- 
ment of God.—They multiply families that call 
upon the name of the Lord and train up children in 
His fear, and churches, constrained by the love of 
Christ, to propagate the gospel. They elevate 
the standard of liberality, and augment the capi- 
tal which is consecrated to the renovation of the 
world, and the importunity of prayer, which se- 
cures its application and efficacy. They multiply 
the host of evangelical ministers and missionaries. 


‘They repress crime, and purify the pablic moral. 
ity, and breathe into legislation and the inter- 


course of nations that spirit of the gospel, which 


shall banish wars and introduce peace on earth 


Bishop Griswold’s view of Revivals —Extract of a Thanksgiving Sermon. 
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and good-will towards men. They pour day- 
light upon darkness, and destroy, with a touch, 
the power of sophistry. Hence nothing is so ter- 
rible to the enemies of evangelical truth as _revi- 
vals of religion, because nothing is so irresistible. 
If they oppose them by violence, they move on. 
If they misrepresent them, they move on. If 
they ridicule them, they move on. If they im- 
itate them, the imitation fails, and they move on. 
While, often, the chosen vessels of opposition fall 
under their power,—sending panic and rage 
through the ranks of the enemy. It is owing to 
this power of revwals, that they are every where, 
by the wicked, so much spoken against ; and all the 
infirmities of humanity, which attend them, 
gathered up with such exultation, and urged as 
confirmation strong, that they are the work of 
man, and not the work of God. It is reserved, 
therefore, for revivals of religion to follow in the 
train-of the means of grace, with increasing fre- 
quency and power, until a nation shall be born in 
a day. This also is predicted—Who art thou, 
O mountain, before Zerubbabel?2 Thou shalt 
become a plain. Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord. Drop down ye 
heavens from above, and let the skies pour down 
righteousness. Iwill pour water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground. It 
shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, 
that Iwill pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.— 
“Ind then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and with the brightness of his coming.” 


EXTRACT FROM A THANKSGIVING 
DISCOURSE. 


December 12, 1827. 


God has enwrapped this nation in eminent re- 
sponsibilities to meliorate the political, moral and 
religious character of mankind. How our polit- 
ical influence is to be directly used, it is not for 
me in this place to say. It appears that it must 
not be according to the charity which loves its 
neighbor as itself:—else, the Turk had sot butch- 
ered myriads of our fellow men, turned into Ma- 
hometans the baptised children of Christians, and 
committed horrors of such a kind that the sugges- 
tion of their existence is almost an insult to our 
common nature. One of our countrymen among 
the Algerines need only to have exclaimed, “1 
ain an American citizen!” and the voice for his 
rescue would reverberate among the hills of this 
whole land. But politically it appears we owe 
nothing, and can do nothing for Scio, and Samos, 
and Philadelphia, and Athens, aod Corinth, polit- 
ically considered ! 

But if the State move not, the Church, you 
know, dear hearers, is moving thither: thither! 
and every where else where brother man lives. 
You know the church is awakening io this land, 
with a love which would cleanse the fountains 
by Home Missions, and spread out the broad 
streams of life by foreign action. The church is 
desiring, I will not say to gather into her bosom 
all flesh, but to scatter herself, to disperse herself ; 
to give herself away to every people and to all the 
earth ;—that thus making herself poor, she may 
make all other nations rich ; and be like the sun, 
only glorious because she always pours out the 








noon-tide radiations of heaven.—™V. Y. Obs. 
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For the Religious Intelligencer. 
COME OVER AND HELP US. 
A Call from the interior of Pennsylvania. 


Mr. Epitror,— 

I was much pleased with the ideas advanced on 
the subject of Deacons, which appeared in the Re- 
ligious Intelligencers of the 14th and 21st of July 
last. Andon reading the remarks of W. S. in 
the number for Oct. 4, I came to the conclusion, 
that in my broken manner I would also speak my 
own mind on those subjects. My'sole object is to 
call up thé attention of a Christian public to do 
something more effectually to supply the vacant 
and almost desolate moral wastes in our frontier 
settlements. Although much is said and much 
feeling is expressed on this swbject, it appears to 
amount to but little more than saying, “be ye 
warmed and clothed,” &c. There are many, no 
doubt, who live under the sunshine of the Gospel, 
enjoying constantly the stated means of Grace, 
who imagine they havea correct knowledge of the 
perishing need of the destitute thousands in our 
beloved country. But it is impossible for any one 
to estimate the extent of this increasing calami- 
ty which exists, unless they have lived for 
two or three years where they can witness the ef- 
fects of this growing evil. Behold for one mo- 
ment an infant church, organized perhaps by mis- 
sionary labor ; not exceeding in numbers the little 
family of disciples of our Lord and Master when 
on earth,—and these from year to year wasting 
away, While the inhabitants are increasing daily 
around them, many of whom I would charitably 
hope are the children of God, and who at first are 
anxious and prepared to jointhe church. But af- 
ter a year Or two, no Opportunity presenting, they 
become cold and indifferent in the things of reli- 
gion, so that when an opportunity presents to join 
the Church, and they are urged to the perforin- 
ance of the duty; they will say, they do not think 
the privilege of belonging to a church in so deplo- 
rable a situation worth possessing. Thus the church 
is left to languish in numbers and in graces, and 
its members exposed to make shipwreck of faith, 
and to be a stumbling biock to the world. And 
when we add to this the solemh fact, that a gene- 
ration is growing up who know not God, and who 
when grown will be scarcely one degree above the 
heathen with which we are surrounded, in point of 
knowledge as to the way of salvation, we have 
but a faint view of the deplorable condition of mul- 
titudes in this region of our country. If it is said, 
let sabhath schools be instituted to instruct the ri- 
sing generation, [ would ask who are to instruct 
them: °? For let one or two use their influence and 
get together from 50 to 60 scholars, as they may 
with very little trouble; and there are no teachers 
to be found but those who stand in perishing need 
of that very instruction which they are required to 
give. And they will soon become weary and dis- 
couraged, and leave the school. The hands of 


the Superintendent must hang down because there 
is not an Aaron and a Hur to stay them up. There 
isnot to my knowledge, any plan in operation 
from which a rational calculation can be made 
that the evils of which I complain, can ever be 
remedied. If we could see any distant piuspect, 
when like a Sinking Fand, the evil might be grad- 


Come over and help us. 





493 


ually diminished, there might be some excuse to 
stand still and see the salvation of God. But when 
it can be viewed in no other light than that of an 
enormous debt at Compound Interest, without the 
means of paying acent, it is certainly time that 
the best possible remedy that is in the power of the 
church should be provided. The remedy thal 
would propose, is, that the Demestic Missionary 
Society, the Churches, Associations, Presbytertes, 
or some Ecclesiastical Body, should be clothed 
with proper authority to appoint Deacons or Eld- 
ers to go to the destitute of our land. And ifthey 
are destitute of the means of support, let them 
teach a school and employ their leisure hours in 
the pleasing study of the word of God. Let them 
pray with and exhort the people from Sabbath to 
Sabbath ; let them assist in Sabbath Schools, and 
attend to other Christian duties, such as visiting 
the sick and dying; let them go into the high- 
ways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that the table may be filled;--and in this way 
“break up the fallow ground,” that the missiona- 
ries when they come, need not sow altogether 
among thorns. Let them attend to these and oth- 
er duties with the spirit and zeal of a Stephen and 
I am sure they will be persecuted, but | would 
hope not unto death. Should any one imagine 
that Laman advocate for lay preaching, I will 
tell them that [am not so much afraid of that, as 
1am that many of my fellow mortals will go to 
hell without hearing any—and live and die with 
only knowledge enough of a crucified Saviour to 
blaspheme his holy name. Will it be said, that 
such men are not to be had; they are all engaged 
in preparing to preach the Gospel: I would ask 
where are all the zealous and well informed lay- 
nen, with which our eastern churches, in particu- 
lar abound. Are they settled down at their ease 
because they are not qualified with every useful 
branch of science agreeably to the present preserib- 
ed rules of the church to preach the Gospel ? But 
let them hear the cry “come over to Macedonia 
and help us;” let them be clothed with proper au- 
thority to do what they are able to do, and to teaclr 
others what they have learned themselves, and lt 
trust there are many who will say, Lord, here am I, 
send me. The primitive days of the church might 
have demanded all that is now required as a prep- 
aration to preach the Gospel,—but times are chan- 
ged ; “many are running to and fro, and knowl- 
edge is increased,”—in many parts of our land— 
whilst in others we are sinking into the lowest 
depths of moral ignorance. And I have yet to 
learn from the word of Go, that in order to make 
a successful preacher fof the Gospel, it is neces- 
sary to be able to calculate the revolutions of 
the planets, and understand every other useful 
branch of science. If Paul was learned, I do not 
know that Peter, James, or John were. But I may 
Se told that those were days of miracles. I ac- 
knowledge it, and miracles we must have now, or 
thousands of years will roll away before the way 
will be prepared for the millennial day, and thou- 
sands of our kindred and friends must be swept 
from the earth with the besom of destruction.— 
But these are days when Gad is pouring out bis 
spirit, and with a firm reliance ou his promise—*] 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” —l1 believe 
mucl) good may be done to perishing souls: tre 
wilderness shall yet blossom as the rose ; the «oy» 
is preparing for the lion and the lamb to lie duwa 
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together. I will say with my friend who has gone 
before on this subject, God forbid that I should un- 
dervalue the highest literary attainments in a 
preacher of the Gospel; and [ would that such 
were as plenty and as numerous as our wapts or 
the impenitent around us. But we wart them 
now. And how and where shall we get them 
are questions I will leave for abler pens to solve. 

When I hear of the increased exertions and the 
animating zeal of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
to send more heralds of the cross of Clirist to the 
perishing heathen, and the libeiality of individu- 
als to patronize them by contributing so liberally 
to their support, my hear for a moment is fiiled 
with joy and gratiiude that I am permitted to jive 
to see the duwn of the latter day glory of the 
church. But when IT look at the moral desolation 
with which 1 am surrounded, my heart sickens, and 
something whispers me all is not done that should 
or may be; and the great and laudable exertions 
that are now making, has the appearance of a 
conquering army pursuing a vanquished foe, while 
an overwhelming deadly one is close advancing in 
its rear. 

God forbid that a single missionary should be 
withheld from the heathen, or one cent diverted 
from those blessed streams that flow for their sup- 
port. But I would ask for that help which is in 
the power of the church to give— Wherefore 
brethren, look ye out from aimong you men of hon- 
est report, full of the Holy Ghost and of wisdom,” 
(Acts vi. 3.) clothe them with proper authority— 
send them out if you please two and two, as lambs 
amoung wolves; say voto them, he ye wise as ser- 
pents and hariwtless as doves—accompany them 
with your prayers, anda blessing wit! follow, new 
fountains willbe opened, from whence streams 
shall flow to send more missionaries to the heathen 
and make glad the city of our God, 

And my brethren, whose aid [ solicit, do you 
now feel that you are called upon to make sacrafi 
ces for the cause of Christ which you never before 
anticipated? Have you got houses and lands, 
wives and children? Task you, to whom do they 
belong? Is it not to the Great Head of the 
Chureh—to whom you have with your best facu!- 
ties Jong since devoted all. If you have wives and 
children we would hope they are Christians—aud 
they are wanted here. Then I intreat of you as 
you prize the worth of perishing souls, do not wait 
to hear the second call—Come over to Macedonia 
and help us, but say—Lord here am I, send me. 

It is perhaps unnecessary for me to say Lam 
neither a minister or a scholar, but by profession | 
am a Christian, and to my Divine Master I would 
be PF alTuFUt. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
PRAYER FOR CONGRESS. 


Tt has lately come to my knowledge that several 
pious persons in different parts, are much impressed 
with the duty of praying for Congress during their 
present session.—Great fears are entertained that the 
hall of legislation will become a scene of great and 
shameful party violence. No human influence can 
now interpose there; but God has their hearts in his 
hand, and canturn them whithersoever he will. But 
for this he will be inquired of by his own people in 
this nation. For my part | look upon the free insti- 
tutions of our country as so important to the kingdom 
of God, and their purity and continuance as so much 





in jeopardy, that [ think the call is very loud upon all 
good people to pray fervently that the selfish and 
angry passions may be restrained. It is to be wished 
especially, that the spirit may be poured out there to 
produce a revival of religion in the very walls of the 
capitol. Let every prayer in the closet, the family, 
the social circle and the sanctuary, contain fervent 
petitions for a revival in Congress. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
THE EFFICIENT SABBATH SCHOOL. 


I have received from a friend in Massachusetts tlie 
following account of a Sabbath School.—it is conve: 
ted with a congregation of less than 1000 souls, scat- 
tered ovet one of the highest townships in the State 
Adding to the 850 scholars, the whole number of per- 
sons employed as teachers, superintendents, visiters, 
&c. and it is evident that nearly half the people of the 
congregation are directly engaged in the Sabbath 
School. Who will say that they overvatue this iusti- 
tution ? I would only add, that the only beoks used 
in the school are the Scriptures.—Here follows the 
extract from the letter, dated Novy. 30, 1827. 

* Our Sabbath School closed a number of weeks 
ago, and instead of closing on the Sabbath as usual, 
we hada public examination on Thursday: a few 
people were present from the neighboring towns.— 
The wall pews were occupied by the scholars, and 
the body of the meeting-house was filled with specta- 
tors. Itseemed as though almost every pareut in 
town was present. Every class was examined, and 
such questions proposed as the visiters thought prop- 
er. The people seemed highly pleased with the ap- 
pearance of the school. The superintendent in his 
report, said that 320 of those who were classed, had 
been punctual in their attendance; about 30 other 
names had been returned by the visiters in the sprivg 
who had not attended very regularly. After the ex- 
amination, several very appropriate addresses were 
made by the ministers and others who were present. 

After the school closed, it was ascertained that 
there were a number who were desirous of still pursu 
ing the study of the scriptures. Mr. H. the superin- 
tendent mentioned sabbath noon, that those who 
wished might ceme forward and form themselves into 
classes. Eleven large classes of females were form- 
ed, and a number of classes of males. Each class 
made choice of a teacher, and are now stadying the 
bible with a good degree of interest. In some of the 
other classes are men who are 50 or 60 vears of age. 
In addition to this, we have a class of old and young 
in this district, who meet weekly for the purpose ot 
discussing some theological subject. Can we have 
any excuse for not becoming acquainted with the 
Scriptures ?” 

ae 


DEATH OF A SUNDAY SCHOLAR. 


CATSKILL, N. ¥. 


We have just received the report of this auxiliary, 
and extract a few sentences, which we feel 
persuaded will be read with interest. The 
school has @28—average attendance 1460.— 
There are two classes of colored scholars, one 
of which is taught by a coloured female, who 
has been a member of the school about 8 years. 


The plan of limited lessons, for the larger class- 
es, has been generally practiced. The catalogue 
of our library contains about 540 volumes. The 
teachers’ monthly concert has been reguraly at- 
tended. Wethink our Sabbath School has been 
as interesting, during the past year, as in any for- 
mer year. We trust there have been four or 
five cases of conversion to Christ: ome of these 
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yersons has been a member of our school for sev- 
eral years, and she has now united with the church. 
QO. dear scholar, we trust, has nnited with the 
church triumphant in heaven. Previous to the 
jast sickness of this little girl, (about 11 years 
old,) it was evident that the Holy Spirit had been 
silently carrying on his work in her heart, as an 
evidence of which, two extracts from papers found 
by her mother after her death, are subjoined.— 
Soon after she was taken ill, she appeared to have 
very enlightened views of God’s holy law, and 
of her own condition as a ruined sinner.. Her 
anxiety for the salvation of her soul was very great 
for a short time, until shé committed herself to the 
disposal of her dear Redeemer. From that time, 
she appeared to enjoy the comforts of a child of 
Goi, in an uncommon degree. Her patience, 
and the serenity of her mind, under very severe 
suffering, surprised many who visited her. Her 
exhortations, and affectionate messages to hes 
mates and others, were exceedingly affecting, and 
no doubt, made impressions that will long be re- 
membered. 

The extracts following, area simple specimen 
of the prevailing occupation of the thoughts of the 
mind of thislittle girl. The first is entitled, * On 
the Sabbath School.”—*“ The Sabbath School is 
one of the best institutions ever established in our 
‘country. A great many persons have received 
their first religious impressions in the Sabbath 
School. Many children have been taught to 
read the Bible by means of the Sabbath School. 
How highly we ought to prize the privileges we 
enjoy in the Sabbath School, and by other sour- 
ces of improvement. We have all these privi. 
leges, while others knoW nothing about the true 
God, but worship idols made of wood and stone. 
Ought we not co do all in our power to send the 
gospel among them, that they may know the way 
of salvation? The first object of missionaries is, 
to establish Sabbath Schools. If we do not im- 
prove by it, our doom will be much greater than 
those who have not had these advantages.” The 
other piece is entitled by her, “ On Life.” Life 
is very.short and uncertain: if this be the case, 
we should spend our time to the best advantage. 
We should be very industrious and virtuous. We 
Ought to be prepared for death. It is but a short 
time that we have to stay upon earth; and we 
must improve this short time to the best advan- 
tage, so that we can give a good account at the 
day of judgment. If we do vot, we must expect 
the awful curse pronounced—depart, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” 

This among the many instances of a similar 
character, recorded in the annals of Sabbath 
Schoo} reports, iscalculated to excite the most 
earnest efforts of Christians to extend the bles- 
sed influence of this precious cause to the utmost 
bounds of the inhabited world. We say precious, 
for it is a cause which the Great Head of the 
church has evidently owned and blessed ina very 
special manner.—S. S. Mag. 


ORIGIN OF A SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


At an association of respectable gentlemen, 
in one of our Southern states, the last spring, a 
distinguished clergymen explained The charac- 
ter and happy influence of Sabbath schools. 
There was one geutlemen upon whom the 


Origin of a Sunday School.—Odituary. 
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subject fastened with no ordinary interest. Al- 
though the system was almost a novelty within 
the range of his own experience, its excellence 
was $0 apparent, and its peculiar adaptation to 
the condition of society so happy and stuklog, 
that he resolved to defer the commencement of 
a plan so benevolent, ouly uutil he could yro- 
vide the means of successful accom !ishimeut.— 
The next rising sun saw him on his way tthe 
nearest Depository of the American Sundiy- 
School Union, about 40 miles distant, aud hav. 
ing provided the proper requisites for a school, 
he soon found childgen willing to be instructed, 
and qualified assistants to aid him io teaching. 
Eighty regular attendants were sooo enrolled, 
and the schvol gives every promise of great and 
matured usefulness. The founder continues to 
act as superintendent and teacher, and although 
residing at the distance of ten miles from the 
place of meeting, is seldoin absent trom his 
charge. He is a gentleman high in rank and 
office, and well qualified to discharge the duties 
of the important civil trusts he sustains; but it 
inay be doubted, whether im after years, his 
memory will not gather its purest lustre frou 
his having been the first to attract the attention 
of the citizens of B—-—, to that lowly, but 
noble institution, the Sunpay Scuoor.—S. SV. 
Mag. 
HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
INFLUENCE UF A GOOD EXAMPLE. 

The following letter, post marked Schenectady, 
and enclosing the amount named, was received 
on the 7th inst. — 

December 5, 1827. 

Rev. A. Peters, Secretary A. H. M. S. 

Dear Sir—Rejoicing sincerely in the catholic 
spirit of my"brethren in the Garden-street church, 
[send you enclosed Fifty Dollars towaids sup- 
porting the gospel in our new and destitute settie- 
ments. Ifthe same appropriation is not made 
annually, it will be ow ing to the want of means. 

A Durcuman 1n tHe Country. 

Ovituary. 

Diro,----In this city, on the 19th inst. Miss Naomi 
Bunnell, aged 36; on the 20th inst. Elizabeth H. 
daughter of Mr. John H. Coley, aged 6. 

At St. Barts, on tee Ist inst. of a consumption, Mr. 
Samuel Fields, of this city, son of Mrs. Jenuet Fields, 
aged 21. 

At Romulus, N. Y. Mrs. Rebecca Fisher, relict of 
Capt. Abel Fisher, formerly of this city, aged 77. 

At Middletown, of the typhus fever on the 17th inst. 
Betsey P. Hall, aged 17, youngest daughter of Mr. 
Luther Hall of Wallingford. 

At Woodbridge on the 18th inst. Mr. Jeremiah 
Baldwin, son of the late Mr. Richard Baldwin, aged 40. 
In the days of his youth, he confessed his Saviour be- 
fore men, and gave proof of sincerity by doing justly, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. The 
influence of religion so strongly marked in health and 
in a long protracted illness, continued to the last, 
convincing all around that the end of the good man is 
peace. 

At the residence of his son the Rev. Cornelius D 
Westbrook, in the village of Fishkill, on the 9th inet 
Gen. Frederick Westbrook, a soldier and patriot uf 
the American revolution, in the 74th vear of his are 

At Brattleborough, Vt. on the Yih tist. the ff 




















Wim. Wells, D. D. aged 83 











SCHOOL FOR THE EDUCATION OF BOYS, 
To be Established at New-Haven, Conn., 


BY SERENO E. DWIGHT AND HENRY E. DWIGHT. 


We noticed a short time since, the intention of establishing this seminary, and we now take pleasure in 
giving publicity to the general plan. Were we to express our own opinions and feelings on this subject, we 
should probably be susperted of strong local partialities. We therefore avail ourselyes of the following pref. 
atory remarks of the Editor of the New-York Journal of Commerce : 

We take great pleasure in publishing the following ‘‘ Prospectus of a School for tne Education of Boys, to 
be established at New-Haven, by Messrs. Sereno E. Dwight aud Henry E. Dwight,” of that city. The situ. 
ation of the new institution, we may observe, is eminently happy. The city in which it is piaced is the most 
beautiful one in our country----built on a fine plain, at the head of a small bay, and with two prominent moun- 
tains in the back ground, it rises before us with its fair white houses, and intermingled trees, and its church- 
es and colleges, with their spires eminent above them, in all the charms of a vision to our eyes----while its mor- 
al and intelligent society, and its fine classical associations, give ita still stronger interest for our hearts. The 
building is spacious, and will be well furnished with all the necessary conveniences and accommodations. 
The plan, and policy, and course of study of the institution, are excellent. And the teachers, (who are sons 
of the most celebrated and accomplished instructor that our country ever knew,) we must indulge ourselves 
in saying, have all the character, and talents, and acquirements, and advantages of foreign travel, which can 
qualify them for their undertaking, and crown their efforts with success. The pupils will have too, we observe 
the additional instructions of Professors Silliman and Olmsted, of the College, in their respective depart. 
ments. It should be remarked however, that while a large and liberal course is provided for those who 
wish and can afford to pursue it, a somewhat shorter and plainer one can be taken by those whose circum. 
stances and views in life may make it more expedient for them. Those parents, particularly, who would 
qualify their children for the business of commerce, may have the study of the ancient languages dispensed 
with for more proper and useful branches. Altogether, as we feel a lively interest in the whole subject of 
education in our country, and believe that the proposed institution w’ll prove a very valuable addition to eur 
most useful seminaries, we must strongly recommend the New Haven Gymnasium to the notice and patron- 
age to our friends and fellow citizens in all parts of our Union. 


Prospectus, 


We propose in the ensuing spring, to establish at New-Haven, a school for the education of boys, to be called the 
New-Haven Gymnasium ; and have engaged the large and commodious building, originally intended as a steam- 
boat hotel, with the adjacent grounds. The house is one mile from the college, and three-fourths of a mile from the 
centre of the town; and commands a fine view of the New-Haven Valley, and the surrounding mountains, of the 
harbor, the Sound, and Long Island. 

New-Haven, asa place of moderate size and great salubrity, as distinguished for the beauty of its site and envir- 
ons, the neatness of its buildings and grounds, and the richness of its foliage, and as presenting a state of society in a 
high degree moral, enlightened and polished, ita favored seat of education. bk is within eight hours travel from 
New-York, and within less than twenty-four from Boston, Albany, aud Phiiadeipbia, auc has a direct commaunica- 
tion with every part of the United States. 

The proposed institution in its general plan, is intended to resemble the Round Hill School, at Northampton ; the 
proprietors of which, for having introduced the Gymnasium into this country with so much talent aud sucess, deserve 
the thanks of the frieods of literature ;_ as they do ours also, for the frankness and cordiality with which they have 
seconded our design. 

We pets with the boys to occupy the house as a family, to take the entire charge of them, and to stand in the 
place of their parents. The government of the institution will be at once strict and parental. The boys, unless on 
special occasions, will not be allowed to leave the grounds, except in company with a teacher or guardian. They will 
be permitted to contract no debt, and to make no purchases for themselves. [t is intended to have then: always, in 
effect, under our own eye, and to fill up their time with study and useful recreation. 

Wishing to form the character from an early period, and not to be responsible for habits and a character formed 
elsewhere, we propose to receive boys of the age of siz, and to decline, unless in peculiar cases, commencing with 
avy after the age of fourteen. 

A part of each day is to be regularly devoted to Gymnastic exercises. These, with other active employments, are 
the best means of preserving the health and invigorating the constitution. Assiduous attention will be paid to the 
subject of Manners. 

As soae boys are designed for College, and others are not, the course of education will be accommodated in each 
case, to the wishes of the parent. Both classes of boys will need instruction in Spelling, Reading, Writing, and 
Drawing, in Declamation and Composition, in Arithmetic and Algebra. Geography, with the aid of the best books, 
of maps, charts and globes, is to be pursued as an object of prime importance. Both will also study French, Spanish, 
German and Italian, under native teachers: and for this end, measures have been taken to procure the assistance of 


gentlemen of acknowledged talents and character. 
The boys preparing for College will likewise be taught Latin and Greek, with the elements of History, and where 


it is wished the Hebrew. 

The boys not intended for College, will, in addition to the above, be taught Latin if the parents consent, English 
Grammar, Rhetoric, and as-extensive a course of Mathematics as is desired. They will have the opportunity to re- 
ceive a regular course of instruction in Botany, History, Logic, Etyges, Mental Philosophy, and Political Economy. 
It is expected also, that those students who have been sufficiently fOng in a course of education, and have made the 
requisite attainments, will be permitted to attead the course of Lectures on Chemistry, Mineralogy, and Geology, by 
Professor Silliman; and the course of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy, by Professor Olmsted. — 

The religious instruction of the pupils will be parental. The great aim will be to train them up in the fear of God. 
Each day will begin and end with reading the scriptures and prayer. The Bible will be a class-book on the Sabbath ; 
and the papils will attend chureh at the place designated by their parents. _ : : 

‘This is our general plan ; we shall aim to execute it with fidelity; reserving, however, the right of making such 
alterations as experience shall show to be necessary. With the subject of education we are not wholly unacquainted. 
One of us has Seen occupied for a considerable period, in a course of collegiate instruction. Both of us have had the 
privilege of surveying many of the principal Seminaries of Europe ; and one of us during a long residence in Germa- 
ny, has examined, with the utmost attention and care, the system of education pursued in several of her Universities, 
aod in her Academic and Commercial Gymnasia. j . 

There will be two vacations in a year, each of three weeks ; the first to commence on the ‘first Wednesday of May ; 
the other on the second Wednesday of September. During both, the boys may remain at the school without addition- 


al expense. ’ _ . 
We shail havea valuable library of the best authors in English, Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, Italian and German. 


{ The Terms and Recommendations must be omitted till next week for want of room. } 

















